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The Pleaſant : and Famous 


ant other © Worthy Clothiers oh be Welt and "North of E 


Setring forth their Merriments, reat Riches, Hoſpitality to the Poor, the 
Favour they gained with their Prince, and the Priviledg es granted them. 
With the unfortunate Loves of the Earl of Salisburys fair Daughter, 
and the Renowned Duke of Normandy. The woful Beath of Thomas of 
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| 8 bh . 
Hop in the Reign of King Henry rhe Firſt, Thomas of Reading anc 7 
other bogen ch Clothiers fouriſl'd in the West and b rhany 
in their Way to London, the King met their great Number of Wains that 
ſtopped him; and upon the Speech of a e made a Law a- 
* gainſt treading down and ſpoiling the Corn. How Thomas of Reading 
I made a Requeſt to him, and his Anſwer, S a . 1 


H William Rufus who fheceeded William the Conqueror. in the 
FEngliſh Throne, was killed as he hunted in New-Foreſt, by an Arrow 
ot Pot byTyrel,” one of bis Courtters, which aimed at a Deer, and glancing on 
2 Tree, gave the King his mortal Wound in the Side. His Brother Henry, 
WO firnamed from his great Learning and Viſdom, Beau Clark; or, Fine Scho- 
lar, winding bimſelf by great Gifts and Promiſes into the Affectious of the 
= Engliſh and Norman Nobility, got himſelf crowned King, whil ft his eldeſt 
Brot her Robert, to whom the Conqueror had left the Dukedomeof Normandy, 
vas waring againſtthe Turks and Sarazens in theHoly Land and by his Va- 
Jour won Aru n ; of which City and the whole Country of Paleſtine, the 
| Chriſtian Princes would have crowned him King. but he refuſed it, and retur- 


; 


* 
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ning Home to lay Claim to England, a miſerable Fate, or Misfortune befel 14 
Dim, as will appear in this Hiftory in due Place, | \ 
' This Henry, called, King Henry rhe Firſt, the better to. ſupport. himſelfin 4 
the Throne, made many goed Laws, confirmed the great Charter of the Nation, 1 
and did ſuch Things as made Trade aucreaſe, and his Subjects flouriſh. © He in- 
fituted the High Court of Parliament, © which has ever fincs continued, to the . 
great good of the Common wealth. In bzs Reign the Clothing- Trade very much 1 
 encreaſed, and our Merchants brought hame great Wealth: for Engliſh Clotb, it 175 
being bigbly valued and prized: in all Countries; ſo- that the Dunger Sons, of 14 
= Knights and Gentlemen, to whom their Fathers could leave no Lands, were pre- . 
= ferred to be Clothiers, and in Riches often exceeded their elder Brothers, Aud 5 
among the Eninenteſ for Wealth and good Breeding. Of this Calling, were 
in thoſe Days Thomas Cole, commonly called, Thomas of Reading, as there 
© Gorn, and keeping bis Cloth ManufaTuve, it Drag. very fair Town in Bark- = 
dure; Gray of Glouceſter, Sutton of Salisbury, Fitzallen of Worceſter, _ | 
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The Famous Hiſtory of 
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Thomas of Reading. 


Six Worthy Yeomen of the Welt ; and that Epithet they carried to their 


A. 
and made a Train like a huge Caravan, or the Baggage of a marching Army, 
ill increaſing, as the firſt called the next in the Way, aud ſo to the laſt, which 
was Thomas of Reading's, who. having highly feaſted them, ſet out with the 


reft, bis Wains going foremoſt, and being moſt in Number; when ſo it happe-_ 


ed, that the King, with the Prince his Son, and divers of his Mobility, were 
talking a Progreſs into Wales, to quiet the Welch, who upon hearing that Ro- 

bert Duke of Normandy was arming to invade England, began to riſein Tu- 
mults ;, and making Inroads, did much Miſghief to the Engliſh on the Borders. 
He no ſooner pereetved this great Train of Wains that reached over Hills and 
Valleys many Miles, but be began to wonder what it ſhould mean, thinking that 


Some great Army was behind, and theſe as the Van guard were laden with 


Froviſion and Ammunition. Some of the timerous Nobles perſwaded him not to 


advance, for fear of an Ambulhment they ſuppoſed theſe were ſent before to 


draw him into, and ſo to ſurprize and make his Royal Perſon a Priſoner + But 
be being of an undaunted Courage, reſolved to paſs on, and meeting the 
foremoſt coming out of a narrow Lane, then ſome Miles long, ( for ſince the Ways 


have been altered; ) be demanded what they, were, and-who they belonged to? © 


The Drivers anſwered, To Cole of Reading, and that they were laden to Lon- 
don with Woollen Cloth, and all his own Manufacture, and ſo they anſwer- 
ed, till fifty were paſſed; then others came on, aud every one as they paſſed de- 
clared who. they belonged to, which made ths King wonder England ſhould a- 


bound with ſuch wealthy Prople, phich be little thought before it had done: 
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ire, Simon of Southam ; of whoſe Induſtry ami} Riches, and the great Num- | 
I oor 5-4 le they employed daily, King Henry hearing, Stiled them, The 
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* 


4 The Famdus Hiſtory of Thimas of Reading; + 
yet vexed to be delay i. for the Lane being very narrow, he was forced to lp two op | 
three Hhurs before they all paſſed. by, when one of the Drivers, not knowing him 
to be the Mg, ercetving him to froum, ſaid bluntly,” Good Fellow, what, 
are yau in Haſte? pray ſtay, and let your betters be ſerved before you; 
Ah are, I ſuppoſe, ſome Country Squire going a Hunting, to ſpoil poor 
cople's. Corn, and a fine Paſs they are broughtto; 1 hope, ere long, the 
King's Grace will be informed of it, and puniſh ſuch Knaves.as trample 
down the Bread the Poor ſnould eat; and ſo paſing $y, without faying. for a 
Reply : But theſe Words thrown out by the Country Fellow, did afterwards a 
great deal of Good to the Nation; for the King, upon his. Return, made a 
Lay to limit the Times of Hwiting and Hawking, under great :Pr:1alties,, aud 
that ſuch Exerciſes ſhould be forboru, till the Corn was off the Ground, thatit 
might not be ſpoiled or waſted, for the Pleaſure of any, thongh never fa rich 
or noble; and this in a good Meaſure has held ever fince ; for before the Noble- 
nen and Gentlemen, not regarding the meaner Sort, trampled down their Fields 
4 2 | 3h a and produred them to be puniſhed as Mntineers, when thy ſought 
RES EEE ESE. V DR: ad 205 
The Mains being all paſſed, and the Way clear, the King ridon with Ns ſleu- 
der Train, and at the other End of the Lane met the Folly Clothiers; Tho- 
mas of Reading knew him, as ſerving the Court with ons. and „ ee 
 reft-it was the King: whereupon inſtantly alighting, they tyed their Horſes to a 
Hawthorn-bnſh, and kneeling, thiew up their Capi, crying, God ſave his Ma- 
jeſty. Upon this, . he. demanded, who they were ? To which Thomas of Rea- 
ding anſwered in the Name of the. reſt, They were Clothiers, and his Loyal 
Subjects, who would ſtand by him with their Lives and Fortunes againſt all 
his Enemies. The King herenpon lid them riſe, and demanded what they would 
ak of him : Upon this, Thomas grem bolder, and ſaid, e Pr many 
Grievances to offer in Behalf ef themſelves and their Fellow. Subjects, whom 
the proud and covetous Nobility oppreſſed and kept under, to the great 


Hindrance of the flouriſhing of Trade, and of the Kingdom in general, 


but more particularly to his W N Coffers; which, if thoſe Lets were 
removed, would be ſtored with Gold and Silver. To this the Ring replyd, 
He heartily thanked them for the minding ef it; but being now upon a Y 
haſty Expedition, he muſt refer it till his Return from Vales; and iſo com- 
. manding them to dram up their · Grieuances, and pre ſent them to him at Lon- 
don: Be admitted them to kiſs his Hand, and ſo diſiniſſed them at this Time; | 
purſued his Fourney, faying to a Nobleman that rode near him, fee now | 
Piamily, a Prince may heat and know more out of his Palace, than ever 
he is able to do in it; for there my Elatterers blind me from ſeeing into 
Aͤſſairs, by laying falſe perſpeRtives before me, that they may gain their 
own Ends and Advantages on my well-meaning Subjects; but 3 


The Famous Hiſtory of Thomas of Reading 5 

u down-right Men, Truth is much ſooner to be found; and 
this Evil | will remedy as ſoon as J may, and ſtand in the Defence of them 
and this Country. againſt all Oppoſers, whilſt I can wield. my Sword, or 
to the laſt Drop of my Blood: And ſo keeping his Way, the Clot hiers made | 

theirs, with pleaſant Songs, and merry Cheer, to London. 10 
How the Clothiers of the Weſt and North met at Boſom's Inn at London: Of 
| the Fatertaninent they met withal, and the Frolicks they bad. How Cuth- 
bert fell in Love with bis Hoſteſs, and being taken napping by eld Boſom, 
vas forced to pay an hundred Pounds to ſave bis Tefticles , with the In- 
 treague of their Wooing, and by what Stratagem he was catched by the Huſ- 

J ö : Y —— | 
XI Hilft all People were concerned at the Alarm the War threat ned 
Y from Normandy by the Duke, had given this Land, our jolly Clo- 
thiers keeping up their Courage, as being both Wiſe and Valiant, were 
reſolyed not to abate of their wonted Mirrh ; and having ſeen their Cloth 
unladed, and ſafely ſtowed, they went to their uſual Inn, called to this 


, 
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Day, Boſom's Inn, from a greaſie old ſlovenly ue kuilt it, 


zmongſt plai 


and then lived in it, who always went nudging with his Head in his Boſom, 


in thick furr'd Garments, Winter and Summer, ſo that many in Deriſion 
called him the Emblem or Pistor of Old winter, with Ice ſhocles at his 
Beard. This old greaſie Bearward had a Liquortſh Tooth, he had got a 
fine bandſome young Wife, who had married him for what he had, but 
for his Perfon, cared not if he was hanged out of the Way, that ſhe 
might get a young Husband, to pleaſe her to her Heart's Content, 
They no ſooner entred the Inn, bur all the Servants were very diligent 
in attending, ſome took their Horſes, others pulled off their Boots, ſome 
- _ again brought them Water and Towels, for they ever gave them Money 
at their Departure; and then drinking very luſtily, Dinner-Time came, 
Cuthbert took Care to place himſelf over againſt the old Man's handſome 
Wife, and his Eyes and Mind were ſo intent on her Beauty, that he hag 
oftentimes like to have miſtaken, and cut his Fingers in Stead of the Meat. 
Fhis his Companions obſerved, and could not chooſe but Smile, which 
made him, bluſh, and ſtrive to ⁊efrain it: The Woman too obſerving It, 
and pretending Buſineſs, roſe ſooner than ſhe would from the Table, Jeſt 
her Husband ſhould perceive it, and grow jealous for ſhe knew him tobe 
b a ſuſpicious. frertul, old Fellow; and often he would bang her Coat ſound- 
Ix, af he ſaw any of the Gueſts kiſs her; for, like & ſop's Cur, that lay 
in the Manger on the Hay, though as” could cat none himſelf, yet he ſnar- 
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- molt ſtaryed for want of it. 


2 
_ 


E Propoſed to ſing a Song, which was agreed to, and thus he began. 


| e (23 LS 

| | When Winter in his icy Arms The. rofie Bluſh with Lilly mixt, 

| The Earth with C::id does bind, And Paleneſs put to Flight, 
1 She droops, and cannot ſhew her Charms 3 O there ſhe could for ever fix, 

1 A when the Sun, more kind, For ever take Delight. 

f | "IM iſts her Wit his warmer Heat, Grey Heads young Beauties ſo oppreſs, 
1 „O then ſhe Sighs no more, And make them Sigh for Change, 

' But from the cold Embrace does ſtart, Excuſe them then if they tranſgreſs, 

| 1 To him fhe. does adore, | They have good Cauſe ro range, 

| Oh Fox! cries old Boſom, T ſmell a Rat, this is a Banter upon me, be: 


"fo tterrowly, thatT will keep her from ever a Rabit- Sucker, or Coney-Catcher of 
vou all. Cuthbert perceiving the old Blade to be nettled, winked at the 
-reſt, and immediately changed the Diſcourſe to News, ſaying, He had 
"beard that Earl Morgan was fled out of the Land, to avoid the King's Di ſ 
"Pleaſure, upon his being diſcovered to ſide with the Duke of Normandy. A. 


r 0 nne 
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«Lord 47 and Mannors of the King, and either diſpoſſeſſed the Tenants quite, 
"or held them to Rack-rents, tis well we are rid of him: But my Heart bleeds 
"For the generons and curteous Earl of Shrewsbury, whom, upon like Suſpicion, 


"Brew where and how to relieve them. 313 3 | | 

___ Whilſt this Diſcourſe laſted, Drinking, and the Noiſe of Fidlets that 
played without, had lulled old Boſom afleep, who hanging his Head down, 

doe like a' Hog in a Sty. Cuthzert rook this Opportunity w ſtep into 


ry ſuch a greaſie butcherly Beaſt; then gave her a Kiſs, and clapt an An- 
gel into ber Hand, to buy her a Pair of Gloves, pouring our his amo- 


8 — 2 AA: R 


firſt the ſeemed ſhy, as if ſhe underſtood not his Meaning, but at liſt told 
him, ſince ſhe had been ſo unhappy to marry one ſhe could not love, if he 
could handfomly cont rive the Matter, ſhe would grant his Suit. Then he 
told her, that Tom Dove blurting out an ugly Song, had almoſt made old 


SES 


| the muſt give him leave in her Husband's Preſence, without raking Offence 
at it, to rally her, and ſhe ſhew an inveterate Hatred and utter Difhike 


.V 
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Dinner ended, Tom Dove, who was ever the merrieſt in the Company, 


or bith, Nys Grey, its no Matter, be was a covetous Wretch, he uſed to beg 


the King bas baniſhed,” ſeized on all he has, turn d bis poor Lad) and Bag h. 
er out a begging, who now wander about in a miſerable Condition; I wiſh I 


the Kitchio, and made love to his fine Hoſteſs, admiring ſhe would mar- 


- #rous Paſhon, and the Deſire he had to pleaſe her. by Night or Day. At 


Bo ſom eg and therefore, to take away all Suſpicion for the future, 


of him, the better to blind the old jealous Coxcomb, that he ſhould nor 


led, and bit the hungry Ox by the Noſe, who came to cat, and was al-. 
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, cauſe T have married a young Wife , but I'll warrant you I'll watch her Way + 


„ 3 1 1 


bert, but as it now ſtrangely falls out, one is grievouſly beſhit, aud I am in the 


— 
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that it ſucceeded for a Time to their Wiſh; for ſne often threatned to ſcald 


2 him out Uf the Kitchin, or run him through with the Spit; when he cal- 
led her Draggle- tail, and dirty Sow, wondring that ſuch an honeſt grave 
Mlan, as her Husband, could find in his Heart to love ſuch a dirty Puſs; fo 
that her ſeeming Anger made the old Man chide her often, for abuſing 
one of his Gueſts, ſaying, At ſuch a Rate, ſuch a Gaſip as ſhe would ſcare 
all his Cuſtomers from his Houſe, and then they might. both go hang them- 
* ſelves, However, he had a little Suſpition of Tom Dove, who, to hu- 
2 mour the Matter, would be frolickſom, and jeſt with her, and ſhe would 
not do the like with him. At Night the London Merchants came to pay 
a Viſir to the Clothiers, Untaging Wine and Delicates with them, ſuch as 
the Innaffotded not: The G It 1 y W. 
merry: But in the Height of rhe Jolliry, Cuthbert being intent on the 
Love of his fair Hoſteſs, left them to ſee if he could ſpeak with her in 
Private, and appuint Aſſignation to conſumate their Deſires. It was now 
Tvuilight, and he perceived her walking at the lower End of the Yard; 
ſio he. flily made up to her, and catched her about the Neck, gave her: |þ 
many amourous Kiſſes; ſhe ſeeing who it was haſtily retired into a lit- 


afles went round, and they were exceeding 


tle Shade or Hovel, leading him by the Hand? and being entred, ſhutting 
faſt the Door, gave him a Kiſs, ſaying, Now take your Opportunity, I Niels 
to your Embracss, and tho the Place be ſomething incommodious, poor Lovers 
muſt make a hard Shift to reap the Fruits of their Deſre. 

Cuthbert who was a Man of Mettle, only replyed with Kiſſes, and im- 
mediately fell on board her; but as. ill Luck would have it, the Houſe of 
Office ſtanding in a Corner of this Place; when they were in the Height 
of their amourous Delight, old Boſom, having ſtuffed his Guts like a 
Cloak-bag, came wallowing to empty his Load, aud wondering to ſind the 


Door ſhut, being in Haſte, rapped and called out, Ibo, in the Devil's Name. 


is here ? Open the Door quickly, or T ſhall diſcharge in my Breeches, The Lo- 
vers knowing his hated Voice, were much ſtartled and ſurprized, but there 
being no Remedy, Cuthbert fiercely reply'd, It is I, what would you have? 
nane ſhall come in here till I have done my Buſineſs, There are two Holes, 


ſays Boſom, and one Ithinł may ſerve your Turn, There are ſo, ſays Cutb- 


Po 


other, therefore ſhift ſomewhere elſe. This ſatisfied him, and immediately 
he haſted to rhe Dunghil, and turned up his beaſtly Bur-end. diſcharged at 
leaſt half a Peck. As he was returning from thence, at ſome Diſtance he 


_ fancied, by the imperfect Light, He eſpy'd a Woman ſtep our of the Hovel, 


and flip in at the Back. door of the Houſe contrary to where he was. This, 
though he could not charge it * with the Denyal of Entrance, gave 
N 85 8 TTT TT on” oo 


diſturbed: in 


I ße Famous Hiſtory of Thomas of Reading, | 


bim Suſpirion there had been foul Play; however, ke ſeemed to take no 


o 


Notice, till he might be better affured : And ſo ſtepping out, he got a Let- 


tex to be writ, and carried it to his Wife by a Porter who was inſtructed to 
tell her, that he brought it from Veſiminſter. When ſhe read it ſhe re joyced, 


il for it im ported, That her Husband's rich Brot her lay a dying, and had ſeut 
For bim to watch with him that Night, and in his Abſence ſhe doubted not 


but to have her fill of Pleaſure with Cuthbert, though before ſne had been 
e midſt inen Ee SEL A CI RRRONES -71 » þ 
She ſoon told Cuthbert of this, who was overjoy'd that ſhe had ſwallow. 
it ſo calily. He no ſooner read the Letter, but called for his Horſe and A. 
gia· vit Bottle, giving her a Kiſs as in Kindneſs, bidding her he careful of 


\ 


. 
. 
* 


the Houſe, for he was certain he ſhould ſtay all Night, and fo they parted. - 
- Then he carried his Horſe to another Inn, having before ſet. a Spy upon his 


Wife, dix. the Chamberlain, who would fain have & Lick at her Hony-por; | 
bur ſhe diſdatning him: His Love turned to Envy and Hatred, reſolving. 


none ſhould enjoy it he could help it, that which himſelf was denied. He fat | 
. Up, Watching his Maſter's Return iled not | 
ſec his Gueſt and Wife were in Bed; and being let in by him, who aſſured 


which he failed not to do when he ſuppo- 
him there was a Man in her: Chamber: He, enraged with Jea louſie, blun- 
dered-up Stairs; and his Wife firſt heard him; knowing tas Tread, and or- 
dered Cuthbert immediately to: rife, and get up the Chimny, and ſtride a 


croſs the Bar, till ſhe found an Opportunity to further his Eſcape to his own - 
Chamber: This he did in ſuch Haſte, that he! left his Clothes, but ſhe con- 


reyẽd them betwten the Bed and the Mat: By this Time Baſom entred 
the Chamber, ſaying, My Dear, I am come ſoò ner than I thought, for my Bro- 
ther was only in a Fit, and recovered before I eame there. Then peeping un- 
der the Bed, as for the Chamber- pot, he eſpy'd a Sack-polit, but took no 


Notire of it, ſeeing no Body there. Then made Excuſes to lock into o- 


ther Places; and at laſt; :pceping ſlightly up the Chimney, ſaw Cuthbert's 
naked Feet dangling down. The:good Woman tearing a Diſcovery, urged 
him to come to Bed: But he told her, his Horſe had ſtumbled, and thrown. 


Him in a wet Plaſh, and he muſt have a Pire to dry him before he would 


do it. Immediately calling for Faggots, a Fire was kindled, which as it 
burnt up, ſmorhered and almoſt roaſted Cuthbert, tho by the Help of his 
Breath and Piſſing,” he endeavoured to hinder its Smoak and Heat, fo that 
for Fear of being martyred, he cryed out lamentably. Baſom upon this 
peeping up, cryed out, Thieves, Thieves. , whereupon his Servants came 
running up, dragged him down. buff ted him ſeverely, and by Boſom's Or- 
der bound him to the Bcd-poſt. The good: Woman ſeeing him draw his 
Knife, leapt out of Bed, fell on her Knces, and implored Mercy for him, 
Sr it was Mr. Cuthbert the; Clothier. Oh then, reply d he, I know 5 * 
Nr gi f — f : — e, 
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2 Month with Bread and, Water, to cool her Letchery, as he ſaid. And 


the otlier Clothiers came to «now of it, which' made them laugh hear-- 


How the Clathiers made their Addreſs to the Ning to redreſs their Gafevances.” | 


The Famous RY Thomvs of Reading. . | 

r were :topinie (ne; Downer, Punt br lercaſs, "ol 
js FA his Fire, i but” out goes hit Stones," l will teach him to Caterwawk 11 
with my Wife. Aud he had certainly done it, had not Cuthbert given a 
Bond of 100 1. to releaſe him. His Wife he confined to her Chamber for 


this was not done ſo ſecretly, but by the Means of ſome of the Servants? 


tily, and Cuthbert was jeered ever after, for looking Swallows Neſtg at. 
fuch a Time of Night in the Chimney, and run the Hazard of ſinging | 


his Tail, but be put it o 
NO H APE wy 


* 


aud had their Deſires granted. Of the Merriment they had in their i: ay Hoe. 
Ho their Wives hearing what a brave Town London was, would needs fee 
it. How they were entertained by the Merchants Wives; and at their Return 


: ; 
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E jolly: Clbrhiers having ſo ditheir Cloth to a good Advant ge 
and received much Money, hearing that the King had quieted he 
Velſomen, and was returned to his Palace, remembting what he had ſaid) 


7 


to them, and their Promiſe to attend him, reſolved to be as good as their | 


- 


Words, expecting dvantage thereby from his Grace and: Favour, not on- 


7 
” 


for themſelves, [but for the People in general. And having drawn up- 


what they thought fit, they ſpruced up themſelves, and went to caſt them 
ſelves at his Feet, as bearing in a little Time he would go over the Sa 
with a great Army againſt Lewis the French King, and his Brother No. 
bert, thereby to find them Work at Home, and prevent their landing in 
England, and leave the Biſhop of Salisbury Regent at Home, they corcluded 
to take the firſt Opportunity, and were ſoon admitted ro his Preſence. 
The King knowing they were come, placed himſelf in his Royal Rohes, 


with his Nobles about him making a glorious Shew. and c ding: 
them, without Fear or Favour of any, from the Greateſt to the Leaf bal 
ly and freely to ſpeak what they had to ſay. Thomas of Reading, . Who 


was appointed.to ſpeak'forthem, having made his Maje efentof 
Man 100 l. which amounted to ain lies in all ada depend... | 
cept of it from his dutiful Subjects, to enable him to defend the Realm, 
and carry on.the. War, looking on his Paper, ſaid, We humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty. that there- may be 2 ſettled Meaſure of Cloth throughout the Fore | 
ts prevent Differences and Dificulties ariſing: in ſeveral Clotb-wor king | Towis: 
by Reaſon of the uncertainty of Meaſuring, - This Hall be done, ſaid the King; 
LOT wo | a and 


x 


— 


| 
7 
| 
| 
| 
} 


1 
[4 
| 
[ 
i 
[1 
1 
F 
[4 
b 


— 
2 


5 
x 


b 

: 
- 
1 


; 


q 
\ 


'there was a 


ſed, and therefore it hindred the Circle of Trade, he deſired, in the Name 


no The Famous Hiſtory of Thomas of Reading. 

and thereupon: cauſed his own Arm to be meaſured, ſaying, Ibis Gall Be 
the Standard-Meaſure,-and ſo I eftabliſh it, diſanulling all other 
and from that Time it has been called, The Cloth-Tard, Then, becauſe 


great deal of crack'd Money in the Nation, which many refu- 


of his Brethren, that the King would be pleaſed to iſſue out his Royal 


ference. 


| Proclamation, | that it might paſs in Payments without Controul. Nay, 
 Þoneft Clethters, reply'd the King, Iwill do better than that; I will command 
Ey my Proclamation none but crack'd Money ſhall go, and then thoſe that have 
| [whole Money, will be obliged to crack it, and then there will appear no Di,. 


The next Demand was, That ſuch as were taken ftealing their Cloth, when 
it was on the Tenters in the Fields, might be hanged ; for though they were 
ata vaſt Charge in watching of it, yet little fear of the Puniſhment, which 
was but a Whipping- matter, made Thieves bold, and in great Companies, 
ſet upon thoſe that watched it; and took it by Force. Jo this, the King 


| {promiſed he would procure ſuch a Law to be made, as ſoon as the Parlia- 
ment ſitting had diſpatched rhe weighty Affairs of the Nation, and accor- 
dingly it was made: But then Hanging was ſo ſtrange a Death in England, 


that when they took Malefactors, and brought them to the Place of Exe- 


cution, they could not get a Hangman for Money or Entreaty, no, nor by 
Threats of Puniſhment, upon Refuſal ; ſo that they were forced to let 
them go, unleſs they would have hanged them themſelves, which they of- 
fl ten did, for fear of incurring the Hatred of the People, by being too cruel 
to their Fellow. Creatures: But Hodgkins looſing much, and being impa- 
tient at their Impunity, contrived with a Monk to frame an Engine at 
Hallifax to cut off their Heads without the Help of a Man; for their Heads 
were no ſooner in, but a Spring running, upon their touching it, a ſharp 
Ixon bore. forceably down, and whipt them off; and this awed Offenders. 


But to return, the King, at theiri Requeſt, forbid Commons to be encloſed 
by rich Men, leaving th 


em to the Poor; called Oppreſſors to an Account, 


and puniſhed many of them by Fine and Impriſonment: And then orde- 


red the two Princes his Sons, viz. Villiam and Robert, to treat the Clothiers 


ſumptuouſly in his Palace, ſaying, He ſhould from that Time eſteem them 


among the b ecke ! | | 1th 
Veniſon, and other Delicacies: But Simon of Southampton, being a great 


admirer of 


eft of his Subje&s ; and ſo they were highly feafted with Wine, 


Broth, preferred it before all. whictt made one of the Princes 


| ;eſtingly ay, Sup Simon, it's very good Broth, and from hence came the 
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When they had been well entertained, to their Hearts Content, they took 
| their Leave, and rode to the Town, that is now called Colebrook, from the 


Mur- 


— 


as unlam ful; | 


5 


r 


the Mens Wives of the Town to bear them Company, and to be Merry 
with them, who were ſo extreamly taken with Tm Dove's merry Pranks, 


made this ſong, which was afterwards fung all over the Country. 


the merrieſt Man alive, g 3 629 | | 
Thy Company we do appro ve, _ Their Jealouſie wedp 483 | 


ing they parted ; every one arriving at his Houſe, told their Wives how 
they had been entertained, and what a fine Town: London was, which ſet | 
N 
ö 


jumped all in a Mind, to meet at Cole's in Reading, take his Wife with them, 


a deaf Ear, thinking a Days, and dreaming a Nights of their pleaſant Jour- 
ney, and the Frolicks they expected: So their Husbands finding it in vain, 


Way to it; and every one had a ſtately Palfrey, and their beſt Apparel, car- 
rying Letters of Recommendation to Merchants, to receive, entertain, and 
thew the Bravery of Court and City: And tho their Husbands Buſineſs 


every one a ſourney- man Weaver to ride before them; and ſo with full 
they rode: The Merchants upon their Arrival, entertained them with all 


Silks, Stuff, Plate, Jewels, Sc. which made them wonder any Place ſhould: 
be ſo rich, they having never ſeen the like before. Ft? | 


. Weavers in Candlewick-Strezt, then full of them, and Cheapfide, did the like 
by the Fourney-men, plyed 


Li SE ne” oe 


PP 
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Murder of Cole! as ſhall be hereafter related. As for their Wains they 
were gone before: And here at an Inn they uſually made Merry in their 


coming and returning from London; nor wanted they the Company off 


| 


that no ſooner they heard he was come, bur they would give their Husbands 
the Slip, and run to him like Chickens to an Hen, and in Praiſe of bim 


o 


— 


„ oe EE Eb +... They Nothing by the ſame ſhall get, 
Welcome, Tom Dove, our only Love, Por weill play at In and In, 


2 2.) If they our Freedom do deny, * 
Though Husbands fret, and pout and ſwet. well graft on them the Horn. 
we care not fort a Pin, ä ef = | | 


Having continued their Merriment here, as long as they thought fit, the | 
Women refuling to leave their Company, though their Husbands often | 
ſent for them, it was thought fit they ſhould return Home, and at Read- 


them ſo agog, that they would have. no Nay, bur ſent Letters, as if they 


-| 


and hey for London Town. To all their Husbands Diſwaſion they turned 


*x 
1 
do what they could, to diſwade them from their headſtrong Humour, gave 


was urgent, that they could not accompany them, they had by Agreement 


Purſes to bear their Expences, to Thomas of Reading's they came, who high - 
ly feaſted them, and ordered his Wife to accompany them, to London 


the Civility and Treatmenr-imaginable, their Wives accompanied them to 
Courr, and ſhewed them what was rare to be ſeen in the City, Shops full of 


Whilſt the Merchants Wives thus welcomed the Miſtreſſes, the Londow : 


* 
- 
* 


them with Liquor luſtily, and many Wa- 
| * Jes 


- 
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gers were lay'd on both Sides, wha worked quickeſt and beſt, ſome of which 
Rarities that the Town could afford, the Merchants Wives preſented the 
Women with many fine Knacks, and the Merchants ſent Tokens by them 
| ! to their Husbands, the London Weavers preſented the Country Weavers 
| with Merry Sangs, Pipes, and Ribbons: So that pleaſed. on all Hands, they 
eturged wonderfully ſatisfied, and thought the Money in the Journey well 
Aid out: Let herein an Inconveniency followed the Clothiers, for their 
Wives having ſeen the Gallantty of the City Dames, fell into Diſdain of 
Sheeps Ruſſet, and knowing their Husbands Ability, never left off leading 
then weary Lives, till they had Clothes ſeut e Fs e Argu- 
ment to the contrary ſiguified a Pin's Point; nox could any but London 
| ir Md = | 
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Taylors ever after that, pleaſe them. n 
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n ths good Earl of Shrewsbury being bariſhed, bis Counteſs and fair Dangh- 
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ter camę to miſerable Poverty. and deſpiſed by their 'own Tenants, How 
- => Grey's Mie took' the Lady Margaret into- ber Service. - How the Duke of 


e Normandy fell in Love. and attempting to eſcupe with ber, had bis Ey.s put 


| | ont. Hon be turned Nun, and was made Abbes; with other Matters, 

0 1 Have already ſpeken ſomething of the Baniſnment of the good Earl cf 
I K- Shrewsbury, who in his Proſperity was a good Benetactor to the Poor, 
| though few in their Diſtreſs would aſſiſt his Counteſs, or beautiful Mar- 
Fgaret his only Daughter ; ſome pretended they durſt not, for fear of the 
King's Diſpleaſure, others deſpiſing them now fällen from a high Degree 
do a low Eſtate, as is uſual with ungrateful People in ſuch Caſes ;;. and thoſe 
hom they had done moſt for, moſt ſlighted them: So that the ſorrow ul 
DOounte ß worn out with Grief, and pined with Want, died in a: Farmer's 
| .Out-houſe; who had formerly: been her Tenant, for-ſhe was not admitted 
into the Dwelling-houſe. This great Affliction, in the Loſs of fo dear aud 
tender a Mother, drew Floods of Tears from her fair Daughter's Eyes. 
She fell upon the dead Body at the bomely Grave it was put in, upbtai- 


ding Fortune s Fickleneſs, and accuſing the cruel Deſtinies of too much 
Severity, deliring then to throw the Earth cn her, and bury her with 
her dear teader Mother, ſo that they were conſtrained to take her a- 


way by Force ; then falling into a deadly ſwoon, they conveyed her to the 


| 
8 A Jo TT SY 
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Parmer's Houſe, and gave her comfortable Things to revive her Spirits, 
but it ceaſed not her Lamentarions. Whereupon the Farmer's Wite, who 
Quad ſo often been fed and relieved at the good Earl's Fable, and under 


him had got all they had, ſaid, Carry this pulling Baggage out of my WY, 


2 #8 
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what a Murrain you hrought her hit her to trouble me for. Nay, laid 4 
An Wife, et her Aly bore, For the I know ſhe cannat ds any har Work, be- 
ing. brought up tenderly, Me may do us ſome Service in keeping rer Heep. 3 
Theſe Words cut the poor Lady to the Heart, and without aying any g g7 
ſhe went out of the Houle, reſolving to go to remote Parts of the . ere 
none knew her, and truſt in God's Mercy to help her in her Fa 7 — 
Farmer's Wife, was glad of her Departure; for ſhe being ugly erſelf, _ 4 

young Lady excecding beautiful, grew jealous of her Husband, as _ as he ff = 
in her Behalf, and begun to fling and tear like a Fiend of Hell. The young Lady 
having left theſe ungrateful People, put forth her Strength, and though weakers 
travelled out of Shropſhire into GlouceSterſhire, feeding on Berries, and drinking 
the Waters of clear Springs, till at length weary and faint, ſhe fate down upon 2 
Stone by the Way Side, and fell afreſh to lament her hard Fortune, when it chan- 
ced ſome young Maidens came by, and ſeeing her in that Plight, compaſſionated 


her. making ſeveral Cenjectures of the cauſe; one ſaying, It muſt needs be Love 
that has ts her into that Diſtreſs. Like enough, ſaid another; for I my ſelf 
was once almoſt at ſuch a Paſs, but thank my Stars, I weathered it, and kick'd it 


away with my Heel. Then they began to ask her ſeveral Queſtions, which ſhe an- 


fivered ſo courteoully and modeſtly, that they admired at it, preffering her V ictuals 
and Drink, which they had in their Handkerchiefs and Bottles, for their Day's 


Subſiſtance, which pinching Hunger conſtrained her to accept; and being re- 


freſhed, her fading Colour returned, and looking on her homely Dreſs (for her 


rich Ornameuts had long beÞbre been laid aſide) a little Angel. At length ſhe 
demanded whither they were going? they told her, to Glouceſter Fair, to be 
- hired for Servants; and if ſhe Was ont of Place, as by her Diſcontent ſhe ſeemed 
to be, if ſhe would go with them, ſhe might get a good Service, and that if ſhe 


behaved herſelf well in it, it might in Time prefer her to ſome honeſt Country 
ade her ſmile, and then pauſing a little, think- } 


Fellow for her Husband. Th 
ing it better to live a Servant, 


n wander ſo forlorn up and down, and that in 


FY 


defart Places her Beauty might betray her Modeſty and Chaſtity, to the Luſt of 
fome brutal Villain, ſhe approved their Counſel, and away they went together. 


Now as ſhe was ſtanding in the Fair, Grey's Wife came to hire Servants, tho' 
ſhe had many already, and wiſhfully beholding fair Aargeret's modeft Counte- 
nance and Behaviour, came to her, and ſaid, Maid, are you willing to be hired ? 


She reply'd, Tes, good Dame, if you pleaſe, and I ſhall be willing to do any Thing 


that I am able or capable of. Well ſaid, reply'd Dame Grey; then Sweetheart come 
along with me, if you are willing, I ſhall be as willing to inftrutt you where you are 
Iznorant; you ſhall be well provided for, and I will give Statute Wages to Boot. 

Both Parties agreed, ſhe carried her home, and ſet her to carding Wool, Grey 
at Night came from Market, and hearing his Wife had hired a new Servant, ſent 
for her to ſee her; her Beauty at firſt Sight dazled his Eyes, fo that he cryed out 
to his Wife, that ſhe had brought all the Fair nome with her. Whyſo? ſays ſhe. 
Wm, reply'd he, I never ſaw one fairer in my Life ! At this the good Woman 
was nettled, an dbegan to grow jealous, intending in her Husbands Abſnce pri- 
vily to ſend her away; but after, ſeeing her Diligence modeſt Behaviour, and 


chaſte Carriage, ſhe concluded ſhe Sn 
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altered her Reſolution, preferring her above the reſt of her Maids, and tender ing 


3 or own Children. , - - . | 4 
Ry The ſtayed. here, the King had fought a great Battle in Normandy, with © 
Duke Robert; tus Brother, taken him Priſoner, and ſeized his Country, a res- 

| turning, brought him with him, committing him a Priſoner at large to Cardriff | - 
| _ Caſtle 5 (for he had Liberty with his Keepers; to Hawk, Hunt, and follow other 1 
Princely Paſtimes,) when one Day coming to Glonceſter, Grey invited him and his 


q Train to a ſplendid Entertainment, and afterward ſhewed him his People at work; | 
when among the Maids, the Duke caſting his Eyes on beautiful Margaret, ſtood © 


j in a Maze to fee ſo fair a Creature in ſuch a Place, and fell deſparately in love 
4 with her, but concealed it at that Time. Greys Son was likewiſe extreamly ena- 
wmoured of her, and indeed every one that ſaw her, fell in Love with her: But 
in her low Condition remembring her high Birth, ſhe gave no Countenance to 
any, till the Duke by Letter, and ſecret Meſſages, made his Love known to her; 
and aſter that, often they met in a neighbouring Foreſt, two or three Miles from 
the Town, and ſhe received from him, with a ſolemn Promiſe of his honourable 
Love, and entire Affection, a Dimond Riag, with many other princely Preſents; 
and the Deſire ſhe had to ſee her Father, enclined her the ſooner to conſent, for 
the: heard he was in France, and the Duke f :opoſed to ſlip from his Guard in 
the next Hunting, and meet her in that Foreſt, and convey her thither, where he 
Would marry her in much princely State. His manly Proportion, Beauty and 
Courage, likewiſe fortified her in her Reſolution, $ commit herſeif to his Care 
and Conduct: And he failed not at the Time appointed, with two truſty Ser- 
i vants, and an Horſe for her to ride on, to meet her, and ſhe mounting, they 
| daway to the Sea · ſide; but no Shipping being ready. to go off, they wai- 


ted ſo Tong, that the Noiſe of his Eſcape being brought to the King's Ear, ſuch 

ſtrict Search was made, that he was found, and the fair Lady in his Company: 
But ſetting himſelf before her, he drew his Swattd, and ſternly commanded his 
Piurſuers not to advance a Step, for if they did, they muſt come on the Point of 
it ; but they being a Multitude, in Hòpes of Reward, preſſed forward to ſeize 5 
him, when the Duke laid ſo manfully about him, that nine or ten of them were 4 
ſhin, the reſt beat off; many wounded with a Cry , raiſed the whole Coun- 1 
try. his Servanits ſlain in his Defence, he at laſt with his beautious Mar- 3 
garet were taken Priſoners, and both carried back to Cardiff Caſtle, till the Kings 
Pleaſure ſhould be known; who fent a ftri Command that the Duke's Eyes 
ſhould be put out with Burning-glaſſes, and the Maid which he believed had en- y 
ticed him to eſcape, ſhould he put to Death by Strangling. This cruel Sentence 3 
being noiſed abroad, Grey's Wife underſtood that it was her dear Margaret that & 
was doomed to die, whoſe Abſence ſhe had mourned ever fince ſhe was miſſing. i 
This brought her almoſt to Diſtraction ;. but taking more ſober Advice, ſhe for 'T 
| good Sum, got the execution of the Sentence on both delayed, and writing to 

all the Clothiers Wives to haſte to London, and meet her there, letting them N 
1 know the Occaſion; they failed not to do it, and going in their richeſt Apparel 

do the Palace, falling at the King's Feet, Grey's wife ſhedding abundance of Tears, 

| hombly beſought his Highneſs. to ſpare the Life of her poor innocent Maid, whom 
me Love of the DNuks his Brother had cauſed to fall under his diſpleaſure, 1 
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and when he underſtood: they were the, Clothiers Wives, he bid them ſtand up, 


and asking them many Queſtions, hearing what a vertuous beautiful; Maid, ſhe 


* 


was, he was moved with, Compaſſion towards her, and granted her Parden for 


: 


Life and Liberty, but would in no wiſe do it for the Duke, fearing at one Time 


or other he might effectually eſcape and rail fierce Wars againft him, and with- 
all ſtrictly e that the Maid for her Preſumption ſhould be puniſhed by 
ſeeing his Eyes put out. | „ EI un” vid 

7 Grey's Wif: A thanked the King, and returned with Joy, cauſed fair 
Margaret to be releaſed; but when ſhe underſtood the Duke's Puniſhnent was not 
remitted, and that ſhe muſt be a Spectator of ſo killing a Sight, her Love to him 
made her burſt into Tears, and paſſionately: wiſh, that the putting out her own 
Eyes might excuſe him, ſince they had been criminal in leading him to do what 
he did; but nothing avaited, for ſhe was compelled to be at the wofu! Sight; but 
de fore it was done, they embraced, kiſſed, and tenderly mourned, weeping o- 
ver one another, ſo that the Hearts of thoſe that. ſtood by, melted at their paſ- 


ſionate Grief, ' VVV 2 
The Duke, of a haughty Spirit, enraged to be thus dealt withal by his Bro- 


ther, for Grief and anger beat his Brains out againſt the Walls of the Caſtle 


wherein he was cloſe confined, and fo died; which woful Tragedy fair Marga- 
rer no ſooner heard of, but burſting into a Flood or Jeers ſhe diſcovered to Gr 
and his Wife, her Parentage, and the Miſeries of her younger Years, at whic 
they greatly wondered; and now becoming weary of the World, ' ſhe vowed 2 


religious Life, went into a Nunnery, and for her vertuous Behaviour, was i 


Time made Abbeſs, and ſpending her Days in Devotion, died an honourable Virgin. . 


How a Law was made to arreſt Men for Debt, and how diffcult it was to ger Of 
ficers, no Engliſh being then found that would accept of the Place. How Tom 
Dove was arreſted; and How Gerrard ſerved the Officers. How Tom Dove fal- 


lng into Poverty, was Aighteu by his Servants and others. How in his Diſpair 


the Clothiers ſet him up again, ſo that he became very rich, &c. 


N the Reign of this King er the Firſt, Arreſting and 1 Men for Debt 


was firſt eftabliſhed by Act of Parliament, taken from a Cuſtom uſed among the 


Fleminss; before, their Goods being only ſeizable, and their Perſons free to labour 
and get more for the Subſiſtance of themſelves and Family; and however Cre- 


ditable it is eſteemed now amongſt the Catchpoles, who make great Intereſt, and 
give no Sums of Money for their Places, the Engliſii men in thoſe Days ſo abhor- 


red t 


between Stone walls, as too cruelly now it is ſeen, that it was as hard for the She- 


riffs to get Nee as Hodghins of Hallifax, Hangmen, no Englifi-men be- 
ing to be found, t ; 


oagh never ſo poor, that for any Money would take that de- 
: Office upon him, ſo that they were obliged to ſend for Flemings, maintain 
hem at Table, and give them large Salaries, res  - 


C2 . Soo 2 


AF 


by him to be ſentenced to Death. The Ring upon this demanded who they were; 


e Thonghrs of thruſting their Fellow Subjects into Priſons, to reſtrain that 
Liberty which all Things in Nature ſo much defire, and let them lie ſtarving 


| 
| 
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Soon after this Law was made, To: Dove received great Loſſes by the nr: 
| Chants Goods being taken on the Seas, whilſt France OE Lo __ 33 4 
| * and coming up to Town. to ſee if he could get in any Debts, the two Cat, * 
H les, Hemings, hired by the Sheriffs of London t do the Office. were Ge 4 
| y his Creditors to ſeize him, and being ſhowed him in the Street, after the 
Faſhion- of their Country, coming behind him with their Maces, firſt knocked _ 
him down, and then bid him ſtand, and charged him with Arreſt, This ſtartled' © 
| him, and ſpoiled his Mirth ; the Thing was ſo unuſual, that he knew not what 
to make of it, but thinking they deſigned to rob him, cried out, T hieves ; ſo 
that a great Crowd' got about them; and they had been knocked on the Head, had 
not the Creditors come in and told the Cauſe; and being known Citizens, paci- 
j fied the multitude. However, going into a Tavern, Tom Dove ſent for Ger- 
rard of Gerrard's- Hall, where he had ſome Effects lying, to come and bail him 
and he accordingly came, and offered to be his Bail, affirming him to be a very 
_ honeſt Man, and though Fortune had ſhewed him a ſlippery Trick, to trip up his 
Heels, ſhe would, no doubt, in a little Time, be more favourable, and raiſe him 
again. Then they demanded a Groat as their Fee, when but two Pence was their 
Due, or elſe, (they ſwore ) they would not take his Bail, but to Goal Tom Dove 
muſt go. Hah! ſaid Gerrard, frowning on them, do you come hither to do Ju- 
ice, and by Extortion would "break our Laws ? Fo this they inſtantly reply d, 
They would do as they liſt, far the Law was in their Hands. Then looking on Dove, 
and ſeeing the Blood trickle down his Forehead, he demanded how it came, 
or who had dared to abuſe him, M, faid Dove, theſe two Parlets knocked me 
» down, without a Word ſpeaking, and broke my Head. May then, ſaid he, Flander- 
'Kins, i yon are ſo inſolent in this City, tis Tims ta chaſtiſe you, and not let you reign 
in your Roguery, to abuſe honeſt Men, W hy, reply'd they, it is the Cuſtom of our 
Country. What, ſaid he, to be Rogues? Nay, then I will ſhew you the Cuſtom of 
ours, and how we ſerve them. Then in his two mighty Paws he ſeiz d them, and 
in vain ſtruggling; flung them on his Back, as if they had been little Children, 
carried them to the next Horſe-pond, and dowſed them over Head and 
Ears ſo long, till they were almoſt drowned, then turning them looſe to the 
Rabble, who worry'd and kick'd them about like Footballs. *Being got clear, 
they ſneaked away into their own Country, and gave ſuch an Account of their 
Uſage, that it was ſome Years before any Flemings could be perſwaded to 
come over again todo this Office; nay in ſome Towns they were knocked on the 
Head, in attempting to Arreft Men, and were ſo generally hated: of the People, 

that they wereas Ægyptian Locuſt and Plague of the Nation. | 
Tom Dove was not idle all this while, but made his Eſcape, left London, and 
went Home; but bringing little Money, his Servants, who were moſtly poor 
Mens Children, that he had taken from the Parifh, and brought upfrom- their In- 
fancies; at his own-Charge, firft began to murmur for their Wages; and tho 
he gave every one as far as his Money would go, leaving himſelf not a Farthing, 
they unkindly forſook him, notwithſtanding his paſſionate Intreatics and Beſeech- 
ings, with. Tears in his Eyes, that they would not leave him in his Diftreſs, 
uteply $0 undo him, by leaving his Work half undes. 


Par. 


verned the Realm in. the King's Abſence, five thouſand Men, clothing them in 
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hut the Clothiers hearing of his Misfortune, and pittying him, ſent a collected 
Pg 905 J. with Part of which he pay'd his Debts, and employed the over- 
plus in carrying on his Trade, receiving again his ungrateful Servants, upon their 


Repentance. He became very frugal, grew very rich, married his three Daugh- 
ters with great Portions to Knights, built Alms-houſes, and died full of Years. 


beloved by all. l 


3 CHAP 
How the Clothiers aſſiſt ed the King in his Wars with Men and Money, by which 


Means he won great Victories, and compelled the Mench King to a Peace. How - 


on his Return he made a Progreſs to viſit them, and of his Entertainment, to his 

. preat Content. 3 1 | 

| Ing Henry being in Wars againſt Lewis the French King, and hard put to it 
for Men and Money in another Country, the Clothiers in Reſpect of what 


Kindneſs he had done them, and for the Honour of Englaxd, reſolved to raiſe a 
great Stock of Money, and with the Leave of the Biſho of _ who Go- 


White Coats lined with Red, and arming them compleatly, ſent them over, and 


ten thouſand Pounds to the King, to enable him to maintain his Forces. The 
King ſeeing this, highly commended the Clothiers of England, ſaying, Never 
Prince had better Subjects. With this Auxiliary Force he won many Battles and 
Toyvns, till the French King tired out, was conſtrained to make Peace, allowing 


our King all the Charges he had been at in the Wars, vowing never to aſſiſt his 


Rebels, and not to Moleſt him in any Thing he was now in Poſſeſſion of. So 


having ſettled his Affairs in Normandy, and the Frontiers, he returned in Tri- 
umph, and as the firſt Mark of his Favour, made the Clothworkers a Corpora- 
tion, endowing them with large Privileges, beſtowing many Mannor-houſes on 


them, as proper Places to ſet the Poer on Work for their Advantage; and Peace 


firmly ſettled, he reſolved to vifit thoſe, and honour then with his princely Pre- 
fence, that had been ſo kind to him in his Need. 
Spring came, he ſet forward with a princely Train, and the firſt Viſit was made 
to I homas of Reading, who knowing beforehangꝗ of his coming, made ſutable Pre- 
arations, feaſting him as richly as if he had been in his own Palace; for the King 
eing brought into a great Hall, found four long Tables ready covered; and paſ- 


ing through that Place, he came into a fair large Parlour hung with Tape 7. 


interwoven with curious Devices in Gold, Silver, and Silk, where a Table was 
prepared for his Highneſs; all the Floor was covered with fine Scarlet Cloth, 
which after Dinner was diſtributed amongſt his Majeſty's Attendants.,. The King 
being fate, and the chiefeſt Nobility, a delicate Banquet was ſerved out in Plate ; 
and after that, Sweetmeats and Fruit in Glaſs Veſſels curiouſly wroaght:: Wine 
went freely about, and the Attendants were very namerous. In the Hall dined 


1 the King's Servants, attended on by the Apprentices of the Houſe: | 4 
died with melodions Mafick. eg woc — — 
| burnt to make a fragrant Smell. After Dinner the King went to ſee the Work 


„and other perfumed. woods were 


houſe, where the Cloth was prepares and made; in one he found fifty Looms, 
| 8 ES and 
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and Men at Work in them merrily ſinging; in another 100 Whe Is, with Mai 
a ſpinning at them z in another, 100 Carders of Wool, in Abt 5 
Children picking the Wool, for which, they had two Pence a Day and their Vi- 
Etuals; in another, 50 Shear. men in another, many Dyers, and in the next 
Trullevs : Which great Number of People the King wondred how he could maine 
tain out of one Trade; and at his Departure he was preſented with a fair golden 
Cup, emboſſed with many Devices relating to the Clothworking-Trade, which 


+ he ever uſed at his Table afterward : And for this great Kindneſs, he built an 


Abbey in the Town, and a fair Caſtle, Made Cole Governor of Reading; and 


when he died, himſelf was buried in the Abbey, keeping his Reſidenc nin - 
the Caſtle, ſaying, He could be no where better than —S. uch good — . | 


When the King had made his Progreſs to Viſit all the Clothiers, he returned 


home highly ſatisfied with the Entertainment he had pat and in London 


builded Places where they ſhould bring and lay on their Cloth for Sale, to be 
viewed on certain Days, prohibiting Stuffs and Silks to be brought from Foreign 
Parts; and enjoyning his Subjects to follow his Example, in wearing Cloth Gar- 
ments; ſo that the Woollen-ManufaRure grew not only profitable, but fimous 
through all the World. And this Iſhnd by Strangers was called, The Culchos;, or, 
Heſperian Land, From whence the Golden-fleeces were brought, to cloth and 
Keep warm Mankind againſt the nipping Cold, and Rage of Winter Storms: 
And the Drapers then firſt began to trade in Woollen Cloth, ſeeing it a very pro- 
-fitable Way 5 for before, the Clothiers fold what was uſed in Exgland them- 
ſelves, for the proper Uſe of the Natives, and Strangers, in their Apparel in 
whole Pieces or Remnants, and had Stalls and Stands for that Pürpoſe; for the 
Merchants were under an Engagement not to Ell any here, but what they bougat 


— 


was to be tranſported beyond he Seas. 
: rer OV IL. 


How Thomas of Reading, at the Crane-Inn, at Colebrook, in his Return from 


London with 2 great Charge of Money, being in Bed was let down by a Tra p door © 
into aſcalding Caldron, and Murdered. Of the fad Omens that preceeded it. How = 


the Murderer was found ont, the Hoft and Hofteſs hanged, and their Houſe burnt 


.down. Of his ſumptuous Funeral in the Abbey of Reading: The Monument the 
King cauſed to be erected, and his Epitaph. = | ä 


r Homas of Reading frequently coming to London on his Occaſions, uſed in 
T his Way to call at Colebrook, ( fince ſo named by his unhappy End,) but 
then only Brook-Town, from a little Brook running by it into a River that car- 
ried the Water into the Thames, and his Inn was uſually at the Crane, where, 


when he firſt came thither, lived an aged Couple of very honeſt People; but in 
 Concltufion, they dying, a villanous Fellow who had been a Tapſter with them 


Sr a Time, though formerly a Soldier in the French Wars, prevailed with the 
old Peoples Daughter, who was a little filly, and married her; by waich Means 
he got his Head into the Honſe, but (as it was afterwards found out) having 
a Wife alive, tho' it was Kept ſecret, the poor Girl was ſoon ſuſpected to die 
of Peiſon, and his other Wife, as if he had newly married, aud brauzht her | 
| f 5 . rom 
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3 by. Bleſs me, ſaid he, what can all theſe Perſages of Death mean, but that T have 


from the Northren Parts, was introduced, and ine ſhe knew 
the way ſo to Whedle, Coaks, and Flatter her Gueſts, that they took her for 
a ſharp induſtrious Womans; ſo that Thomas of Reading often talking to her, 
was taken with her Diſcourſe, and would lie now and then in the Hon, as he 
returned from London, though in the End it proved his Ruin, 28. will K 
appear. | 


> 


fell to contriving how to be rich, but could find Succeſs in Nothing: At laſt the 


Wife contrived the Death of Thomas of Reading, after a wicked Manner, im- 
parting the Bloody Deſign to her Husband, who, (though villanous enough) was 


not willing to give Conſent thereto, uſing Arguments-to diſwade her, as the 


Danger of their Lives, &c. Bat ſheſlighted what he ſaid, and told him it was 
impoſſible-it ſhould be diſcovered as ſhe would manage it; ſo that underſtanding: 
how ſhe had laid the Plot, by her Perſwaſions, and tempted with. the Thoughts 


of great Gain, he promiſed to be aſſiſtant therein. 


In a little Time after, Thomas of Reading called here, in his Way to London, 
and ordered a Supper to be got ready againſt his Return at Night. Having di- 
ſpatched his Buſineſs at London, he returned: with two hundred Pounds he had 
Lreceived of the Merchants: But by the Way met with many ill Omens of his 
Death, for his Horſe floundred in a ſtiff claiey Slough, and 


acroſs and about him, eroaking diſma Coming to the Inn, he ſate him down, 
and by the Heavineſs and Melancholly, that had ſeized his Spirits, looked very 


much concerned, which made the Hoſt and Hoſteſs ask how he did, and why he 
was ſo dull? to whom he reply'd, I know. not; but the Signs I have-obſerved; and 
the ſecret Impulſes of my Heart, gives me to think, I have not long to live, therefore 


J would fain reach Home to make my will, and prepare. my ſelf to leave the World. 
His ſay ingthis, made them ſuſpe& he had divined their bloody Purpoſes. 
However, to be ſhort, he was perſwaded by ſome Arguments they uſed, to ſtay 
all Night, (only he writ a Letter to his Wife, to inform her of it, and where 
to find him if he came not by ſuch a Time) and ſo gave his Enemies an Oppor- 


tunity to facilitate their Ends: For finding himſelf drowſfe,. he defired to go to 


Bed, and was ſhewed into the fatal Chamber, where he read for ſome Time, 


when a Scrietch-owl come beating her boding Wings againſt the Window feve- - 


ral Times, with horrid Cries, and the Night Raven fate croaking on a Tree hard 


not long to live? So he went to his Prayers a good while, and then to Bed. The 


Hoſtels liſtned at the Door, till ſhe perceived he was alkep; and the Gùeſts be- 


ing all gone out of the Houſe, ſhe ran down to her Husband, and told him that 


now was the only. Time; and both together effected his Ry Death, 
ich was in 


after this Manner. A Trap- door being made underneath his Bed, w 
a Room over a great Caldron, they had nailed the Bed- cloths on the farther Side 


* 
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Ereafter 


Theſe People, it ſeems, though to Appearance they had a good. Trade, vet be- 
ing wicked, God blaſted their Endeavours; fo that fretting in their Minds, they 


riving to get him 

out, ſlipp'd his ſhoulder, fo that he was forced to leave him in the next Village, 

and hire another. When he came near Colebrook, his Noſe fell a bleeding unu- 

ſally, and he grew very fad, more e when he met with Ravens that flew- 
y. 


of the Bed, to the Beditead ; ſo that opening the. Trap-door; he. was ſhot into 
| | * = - 
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| the Caldron'of ſcalding Water underneath, waking in his Fall, and crying, 5 8 
Tord have Mercy on my Soul. Theſe were his laſt Words, for foon he was ſtifled. 


|” and ſcalded to Death; then with Pullies having drawn the Trap-door up again 
a they drew hinv out, when dead, -with an Iron Hook, pe him, take hie 
[ Money, and at a back Window threw the dead Body into the Brook; but as 
| Providence ordered it, it was not carried away, but ſtopped near the Houſe by 
| a Tuft of Withes, and found the next Morning by ſome Fiſhermen, bat who 
it was they knew net, till Cole's Wife about Noon, and her man with her, ask- 
ing for her Husband; they denied he had been there, but ſhe ſhewing them the 
Letter, they were ſtartled, and hearing of a dead Body in the Brook ſhe went 
to ſee it; and finding it her dear Husband, fell upon it and embraced it with 
| Outcries and a Flood of Tears: Then ſearch was made for his Horſe, which be- 
ingfound in the Stable, the-Hoſt ſtruck with the Horror of the Guilt, Hed, but 
the Hoſteſs was taken and charged with the Murder, which upon ſtrict Exa- 
5 mination ſhe confeſſed, and that they had ſerved ſeveral ſo. Soon after her 
Husband was ſeized by Hem and Cry at Wincefter, and both of them deſervedly 
| hanged, making a long Confeſſion of their wicked Lives, too tedious here to 
be fet down. e N | 3 
The Body of Cole was embalmed, and Notice ſent to the Clothiers to come 
o his Funeral, who, very ſorrowful at the News, failed not. The King hearing 
this Diſaſter, proteſted he had loſt one of the beſt Subjects in his King- 
dom, ordering the Inn to be conſumed with Fire, and laying a heavy Curſe 
1 upon any that ſhould hereafter rebuild it, ordering the Town, from the Body's 
deing found in the Brook, to be called, Colebroot, which Name it -retains to 
1 this Day. He was buried with all the ſolemn Pomp imaginable, at the King's 
new founded Abbey, at Reading, and the King was at the Charge of a ſtately 
| Monument, with this Epitaph. 5 


CR HF lies the worthy Clothier of the Weft, 


Whom God with Wealih and Honeſty had bleſt; 
By murdering Hands, the guiltleſs good Mn dy d. 
. » Belowv'd he mas, and was his Country's Pride: 
- Reading we're boaſted ſuch a Man as he, 
„But here his Duft lies to Eternity. | 


As for the reſt of the Clothiers they flouriſþed many Years, got great Eſtates, 
and laid a Foundatien for many Noble and Worſhipful Families, being in much 
Eſteem, and deſcending to the Grave full of Years, and their Deaths lamented 
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